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Medway resident starts
postcard business focusing
on history with chance to win

Two postcards included. Send one to
us with your memory of 1963 to enter

Inside the envelope with this newsletter are two
postcards created by Medway resident G. Almont
Green for the Medway Historical Society. Mr. Green
was featured on the front page of the January Local
Town Pages newspaper where you can read about
him. The included postcards are both from the 1963
Medway 250th anniversary celebration.

if you write down a memory or comment on the
back of one of the postcards and mail it to The
Medway Historical Society at 223 Main Street in
Medway you are entered to win a prize! if you post
something on social media with a photo of one of the
postcards, you are also entered to win. If you mail a
postcard to a friend and they post a photo to social
media holding it, you will automatically win another
free postcard! (Just send us a screen shot)

Prizes include 13"x19” archive quality historical
prints from the historical society collection and
historical postcards featured at:

aHistoryPostcard.com

The act of writing and sending a postcard or
letter used to be the way people communicated.
Revisiting that act is to experience history and
think about what the world was like before smart
phones, text messages and email. It shows in a
physical way that time, effort, and expense was
made to express a message of thoughtfulness.
Now we click like or gend an emoji in less than a
second. How often( to)we click send before think-
ing through what we have written? Perhaps you
might include a thought about this on one of the
included postcards and send it to someone.

MHS wins bid and acquires
a pair of paintings for $450

On March 6, a pair of portrait paintings were
acquired at auction of two of Medway’s early settlers
Elisa Wheeler Harding, wife and Sewall Harding,
husband and son of Capt. John and Beulah (Metcalf)
Harding, born March 20, 1793, in Medway. He

pursued his preparatory studies somewhat under the
instruction of the Rev. Luther Wright, and during this
period he become a Christian and united, May 30,
1813, with the same church of which he was to
become, twenty-five years later, the revered pastor.
Mr. Harding graduated in 1818 from Union College,
New York. He studied theology with the Rev. Drs.
Emmons and Ide, and was ordained and installed
Jan 17, 1821, pastor of the First Congregational
Church, Waltham, Mass. During his ministry in that
town a division of the church occurred, and the Rev.
Mr. Harding was pastor of the so-called Trinitarian
Congregational Church. After a ministry in Waltham
of sixteen years, the Rev. Mr. Harding was called and
settled as pastor of the First Church of Christ in his
native town, where he labored very successfully from
1837 to 1851, when he retired from the pastorate
and become the Secretary of the Congregational
Board of Publication, which office he filled until 1863,
having his residence in Auburndale, Mass. The last
fifteen years of his life he retired from public duties.
His death occurred April 12, 1876 and his burial took
place from the First Church of Christ in Medway, and
he was interred in the old cemetery of his native
town. The Rev. Mr. Harding was faithful, laborious,
and successful in his profession, sprightly and social
in his daily intercourse, a Hopkinsonian in theology, a
very vigorous advocate of sound doctrine, an aboli-
tionist in the very start of that movement, and a
warm-hearted philanthropist. He cheerfully gave his
two daughters to the work of Foreign Missions. Mrs.
Harding was also a native of Medway; she died Feb.
3, 1877, and was buried by the side of her husband.

Scanning books, digitizing
photos and what you should
know about your museum

The Medway Historical Society Museum at 223
Main Street is filled to the brim with documents,
photos, film, books, newspapers, paintings, clothes,
and other amazing objects that tell the story of
Medway, Massachusetts. Everything has been
thoughtfully aquired, collected and received from
donations over the past one hundred and twenty
years since the founding of the historical society. The
town of Medway has always had a strong commit-
ment to preserving its history. In 1881, the town
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voted to fund a history book well over 500 pages
complete with wood cut illustrations from a local
Medway artist, maps, and portraits - all sparing no
expense to ensure excellent quality. It was an effort
five years in the making and the book was published
in 1886.

While now in the public domain, there is an effort
voted and approved by the Medway Historical Com-
mission to reclaim ownership of the book by the
town. To 100% accurately convert the text of the
book to a searchable cross linked and databased
on-line version of it with links to new information (and
to offer a new and thoughtfully recreated printed
version). It is hoped that this effort will set a standard
for other important historical books for Medway and
also other surrounding towns. Did you know Millis
was once East Medway? There is considerable
shared history. Your financial support and donation of
any amount helps us continue important work
preserving and making available the history of
Medway to everyone of all ages.

What’s coming up?

Medway Historical Presents HEDY LAMARR
portrayed by Judith Kalaora
This performance is guaranteed to entertain and
educate.

Monday, June 13th at 7PM

MEDWAY PUBLIC LIBRARY

APPROX 1 HOUR - FREE
History At Play, LLC introduces you to a woman,
clouded in a fantasy world that only Tinseltown could
create. Experience this Immersive Living History
event and watch as a young Austrian refugee trans-
forms to become the most beautiful woman in the
world, while inventing technology that would forever
change the world.

This program is supported in part by a grant from
the Medway Cultural Council, a local agency which
is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.
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Medway Historical Society Monthly Meeting
4th Tuesday of the month 6:45 PM
at the Medway Library
Everyone welcome

Dear friend,

Our all volunteer group has emerged from this
pandemic enthusiastic and strong with plans ramping
up for some great programs and events. Our Rabbit
Hill Historic District house tour in December of 2019
was a huge success. So much so, that this year we are
planning another holiday house tour in December in
the Village Historic District.

Just recently, Celia Olson from Berkley, CA con-
tacted us about donating paintings and documents
from the collection of Herbert Hixon, founder of the
Medway Historical Society in 1902! We will need to
have these items packed and shipped to Medway.
And, a proposal is in the works to digitize E. O.
Jameson’s history of Medway to 1885 with the intent
of making this history available & searchable online.

As a past donor or new friend please know that
your support is fundamental to our success and very
much appreciated. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation your contribution to The Medway Historical
Society is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

Sincerely,
Sheila Dubrawski, President

Thank you for your support

The mission of the Medway Historical Society is:

“To preserve the history of Medway for future
generations through the collection, preservation,
display and interpretation of documents and artifacts.
The Society will promote community interest in the
history of Medway and its surrounding communities
through educational opportunities provided to both
its membership and the general public. The Society
will provide resources to the public to assist in histor-
ical research and preservation efforts.”

Suggested donation $25
Donate on-line:

paypal.me/medwayhistorical

or mail to:
Medway Historical Society
223 Main Street
Medway, MA 02053

(608) 533-7222



