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NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

PRESIDENT’S NOTE

Dear friends,

Three thousand newsletters were sent out to
Medway residents in May. Our Facebook posts are
reaching Medway-ites from around the globe. And,
visitors to Medway’s Town museum, the historic
Jacob Ide House, are asking if there is more to see!
Curator Chuck Waldron has been hard at work
sorting, tagging, organizing and cataloging artifacts,
books, and pericdicals collected over the past 121
years.

Membership is approaching 100 which to
the best of my knowledge is a record. Towns of
comparable size and population typically have
about 150 members so we are still working to grow
our members and donors.

We've got more ideas than we are able to
execute due to our small volunteer group. As a
member of several historical societies | often
compare our progress and programs to those of
other towns. In some cases we are hitting it out of
the park and in other cases we’ve got more work to
do to accomplish our mission of preserving and
sharing Medway’s history. 've found that the most
robust historical societies are organized into sub-
committees including Education, Membership,
Visitor Services, Community Outreach, Building and
Grounds and Communication. So we will work
toward this structure which serves as a good
balance for an all volunteer society.

We hear often that the reluctance to get
more involved in the Society is because no one
feels they know enough about focal history. Well,
that was exactly my feeling almost ten years ago.
Also, our most passionate volunteers just love
history in general and are having a great time
learning more and more about Medway.

We are hosting an exhibit at the Thayer
House on October 17th at 6:30 p.m. Look for more
details posted on our Facebook page. We
encourage you to drop in and learn more about our
society. We do this because we love it and it
undoubtedly brings us joy and purpose knowing that
our little contribution in this 121 year old society is
important now, but so much more so for future
generations. What happens today is history
tomorrow!

Regards,
Sheila Dubrawski

Old Medway Houses

A talk given by Herbert Hixon
Late 1950’s ~Con't from last issue....

When the frame was fastened together with wocden pins, the
neighborhood gathered to assist in the raising. This art of
neighborly courtesy was universal and the only pay expected was
the baiting, and a generous supply of cider and New England
rum, closed by wrestling matches.

Elijah Kellog's book “Lion Ben of Elm Island” gives a fine
picture of an old-time raising in Harpswell, District of Maine and it
is equally true of proceedings that took place here.
After the raising, oak boards were used to cover roof and sides,
and then shingles split on the ground were put on with hand
forged nails made by the local blacksmith. Oftentimes, the nails
were the only things that were bought off the place.
Clark's brickyard in East Medway furished a source of supply
for bricks, and in some cases when cedar shingles were used,
neighboring towns were visited for them.

When the 1749 meeting house was built near Evergreen
Cemetery, the boards and timbers of which fumish our present
West Medway Parish House, cedar shingles were brought from
Hopkinton, Stoughton and Walpole, where cedar swamps existed.

Some of the boards used in the early houses were of great
width. The old Cutler place had boards of clear pine over two feet
in width, and the Royal Southwick place on Winthrop St, built
before 1800 has pine wainscot boards fourteen feet long, 34" to
36" wide, and an inch thick. In Winthrop, Maine OTM’s (Orion T.
Mason) gt grandfather’s place had pumpkin pine paneling over
the fireplace in the “best room” over 36" wide. The Scammell
place in South Milford has a pine panel in the old tap room in the
northwest comer of the first floor was measured by the writer in
January of 1958, a single plane mellowed with age, and
unpainted, measured (x). If the interior walls were plastered or
“daubed” as it was termed, laths were not used, but thin split
boards of random widths were nailed to the studding to hold the
plaster.

Very many of the early houses were only half built at first- the
huge chimney left outside to be covered in the future with a new
|l addition. The Edward Clark, John Pond, Nathaniel Cutler, Henry
Gamsey, and Shumway places were thus built. Capt Nathaniel
Whiting’s house by the River where the Fabyan Mill (Sanford Mill)
now stands was built this way in 1710. Con't pg3
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Thank you to our 2023 Members and Donors
We are so grateful for your support!

Susan & Todd Allessandri
*Paul & Rebecca Atwood
Alicia & Stephen Barrasso
*Donald & Katherine Bergmann
*Gary & Eileen Bersett
Greg & Shirley Bliss

David & Lorie Brownell
Patricia Carlan

Anne & Marilyn Carison
Thomas & Virginia Carson
*Dorothy Charland

Carolyn Chassaigne

Norm & Miriam Chesmore
Kathleen Choate

*Dennis & Mary Crowley
Sean Murphy & Terri Dagosta
Matt Denman

Gary & Nancy DeVita
*Martha DeWolf

*Jim Dillon

*Richard & Linda D’Innocenzo
David Doane

Arlene E. Doherty

Donna Dubrawski

Sheila and Ed Dubrawski
*Joe and Missy Dziczek
Deborah DiBisceglia Eastman
*Tom & Pam Ellis

Annmarie Fontecchio

Christi Gavin

Maureen Giles family

Jim Ginley

James & Judy Gilliatt Gohs
Donna Halper

Cher Hamilton

*Lynn & Deborah Black Hansen
*Beatrice L. & Paul E. Harcovitz
Kenneth & Nancy Hartshom
*Christine Henault

*Tom & Ginny Jackson
*Joyce Forbes Kamsler
Kelly and William Kennedy
Stephen and Paul Kenney
*Maj. Richard Keogh

Nicole Kittredge

Karen Lapan

Ruth & Ronald Lincoln

Our friends at Local No. 4
Claire Lorenz

Jim & Chris Lorenzen
Barbara Wilson Maffeo

*Stephen P. Malloy

Nikki & Jim Mavrikos
Karen Mazzarelli

Shirley McDaniel
Madeline Mill

James & Lori Murphy
Sean F Murphy

John Murphy

Karen Nevers

Tamra Nevins

Sally & Peter Nolan
Denise & Carl Ostenberg
Sandi Packard

John Parrella

*Robert & Diane Parrella
*Richard & Reva Parrells
*Robert & Monika Partridge Jr.
*Cathie Perkins

Greg & Wendy Peverill-Conti
Marian Pierre-Louis
Roger & Jennifer Powell
Carol Pratt

Linnea Prefontaine
Richard & Donna Puleo
John & Janice Raftery
Paul Rao

Hans Rempel

Carl Rice

Leslie V. Richards

Lincoln & Robin Richards
Robert and Pam Saleski
John Samosky

Richard & Susan Sebilian
Arlene Briggs Siderski
Dorothy G. Skog

Julia Sloan

*Caroline & John Solari
Sheila Souza’

Mary Staples

Sam Sturgis

Mary T. Sullivan
*Deborah & Wayne Tanner
Anthony Varrichione
Maria Varrichione
*Charles & Kathy Waldron
Patricia Wong

Elena Zoubareva

* Denotes Lifetime Member

WHAT’S COMING UP?

Open House and monthly meetings are at the Town
museum, the historic Jacob Ilde House
158 Main Street unless otherwise noted.

September 26th, Tuesday 6:45PM,
Monthly Meeting.

October 15th—Sunday 12 noon
Researching Your Old Home
House historian Marian Pierre-Louis will
present a pregram on researching your old
home. Followed by Open House 1-
3PM.Featuring Medway Schools and Athletics

October 17th , Tuesday, Exhibit 6:30PM,
Thayer Homestead—Find more on our
Facebook page!

November 19th, Sunday 1-3PM
Open House, check our FB page for details!

December 3rd - Sunday, Tentative date
Village Historic District Holiday House Tour
Follow us on Facebook for details about the
holiday house tour!

Recent Visitors to Medway

Heiner and Jan Halsted Sussebach, and Douglas
Halsted recently visited the historical museum at
the Jacob Ide House. Jan and Douglas grew up in
the house from the 1940’ s- 60’s. Jan and Heiner
lived at the adjacent home which was part of the
same property after she and Heiner were married
in a garden ceremony on the property.

Jan wrote: “Our brother Doug left for his
present home in Pittsburg, PA after having
spent a week with us. We all agree that our
visit to the Ide House was the highlight of our
time together. Doug couldn't stop talking
about memories of his youth that had been
triggered by being in his former family home!
Thank you for receiving us and giving us the
free run of the historic house. All our best
regards from Vermont.”

And from Rob Partridge (and Monika), Florida,
descendant of Lydia Partridge Thayer

“I can't thank you enough for your time and
personal tour of the museum, Partridge-
Thayer Homestead and the Jacob Ide
House. This has given me more insight to
the founding families of Medway.”
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- Old Medway Houses contd from pg 1

The end left unfinished was used as a hog pen. One night the
Captain was aroused by loud squeals, he got up with his gun and
fired in the darkness. In the moming he found a dead bearand a
badly mutilated hog. When his son Nathaniel Jr. came of age the
new part was added and the chimney occupied the middle of the
edifice.

Carpenters in every instance were neighbors who worked from
sunup to sundown. Workmen on the old meeting house mentioned
above got 16 shillings old tenar for framing, 12 shillings for
chipping, 18 shillings for shingling, and finishing. None of these
sums would equal more than a dollar today’s currency for a day’s
work of at least 12 hours.

The chimney, fireplaces & set kettle were also built by neighbor
workmen and if the building was painted at all, a coat of red
sufficed. :

Mr. Tilden, in his history of Medfield tells of Gershom Adams,
one of the most skillful craftsmen in woodwork in this area, just
after the Revolution, Adams worked on the Endicott mansion in
Boston. He arose every Monday moming and walked to Boston
by starlight, arriving in time to commence his day's work with the
rest. After sundown on Saturday, he would walk back to Medfield,
getting home about midnight. Being a skilled craftsman he
probably eamed as high as $1.50 per day, and when he died in
1834, he was one of the well-to-do citizens of the Town.

The well was generally near the dwelling, and a well curb
around it to keep the children and animals from falling in, and the
inevitable well sweep with bucket to lower, fill, pull up and empty.
Thus was raised all the water for cooking, washing, drinking, and
" in winters when cattle were shut in from brooks and springs.

Probably the last well sweep in this area was at the Patrick Keefe
place in Millis, and was in use as late as 1880.

There were some in use in Dedham at about the same
time. When the house was built, some fumiture was necessary.
Many of the benches, stools, tables and bedsteads were made by
the same carpenters that erected the building, but some better
articles were generally wanted by the young couple. In most every
locality, there existed a cabinet maker who turned out the desks,
four poster bedsteads, parlor chairs, Windsor chairs, chests, high
and low boys, and all the forms of furniture that are so eagerly
sought by collectors of teday.

Elisha Richardson of Latic was famed hereabouts, and
Major Luther Metcalf was apprenticed to him before the
Revolution, and after marrying a Medway girl established himself
in our town around 1780. Stephen Adams and Calvin Plimpton of
the West Parish and Capt Ele. Daniels of East Medway were
cabinet makers of renown.

The prices that were paid for early N. E. furniture at the
time they were made were staggering in their modesty.

Here are some prices paid by

Samuel Pond in 1792

Chest of drawers 250 11.25

Tea Table 0136 3.75

Square table 0-8-0 200

Two bedsteads Coloringsame  0-134 0-2-0 3.50 .50

Chest with one drawer 0-10-0 2.50

Oval Table 050 125

Great Chair 046 1.13

Three fan back chairs 090 225

Six three fan back chairs 090 225

A kneading trough 0-2-8 66

Oak bedstead 0-13-11 3.25

Barrell cyder 076 1.80

Two drawer chest 0-16-0 4.00

Job Harding who lived in house on site of Quinobequin

Bedstead 0-70 175 2d°
0-8-0 200

Lt Abraham Harding — the Skerry place - in the flat

A hall table . 100 500

Case of drawers without brasses  2-1-10  16.35

Chest 080 200

Dish without turnings 8.00

In 1797 Thomas Gay paid for a coffin for his child
0-26 62%

A man'’s coffin was 0-7-6

(Note: The above was transcribed from the written work. We are
unclear as to the numbers associated with each item.)

And these old local cabinet makers turned out fine work. The
chairs and tables they made stood the test of years - in some
cases over a century.

But we are drifting away from out young couple, to resume.
The bride as we have said before was expected to look after
her part of the plenishing. A hope chest in the old days was
huge and usually well filled. Sheets, pillows, towels, tablecloth
if any, homemade rugs, all made from wool or linen raised and
manufactured on the home place.

Spinning and flax wheels andirons, some pewter, and in
some cases some crockery. Woolen blankets made from wool
raised, cut, spun, carded and woven at home. The amount
given to a bride varied as the presents were well often in
straightened circumstances, but pride would not let a girl go to
housekeeping empty handed.

See p 148 - Tilden for dowry. .

The bride too brought the slips and plants and buds for her
flowers, for in those days, plants or shrubs were cultivated by
the women. Here are some that adomed the little dooryards of
our great grandmothers; daffodil, Bouncing Bets, Ladies
Delight, Chinee Pinks, gilly flower, Sweet Mary, boy's love,
Sweet William, balsam, Crown Imperial, roses, almonds and

honeysuckle on each end of the front walk.
Conclusion in next issue.
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Officers

Sheila Dubrawski, President
Cher Hamilton, Vice President
Cathie Perkins, Treasurer
Julia Sloan, Secretary

Chuck Waldron, Curator

Board of Directors
Annmarie Fontecchio
Stephen Malloy, Research
Marian Pierre-Louis
Maryjane White

Honorary Director
Norman Schneider

In Memoriam
Grace Hoag
Priscilla Howker
Audrey Ritter
lyawata Schneider

Contact us:
medwaymahistory@gmail.com
508-533-7222

Visit our website:
medwayhistoricalsociety.org
Like us on Facebook!

ON SALE $4 off
BUY NOW for $20
The New Grant
A History of Medway
by: Francis Donovan
$20 plus delivery.
We will deliver locally.

medwaymahistory@gmail.com

508-533-7222

The New Grunt

story of Medway

We appreciate the support of

these local businesses.
AD Print
Medway Lumber
Medway Oil and Propane
Black Dog Landscapes
Ginley Funeral Homes
Kenney & Kenney Law
Envoy Mortgage
l.LU.O.E. Local 4
Sean Murphy CPALLC
Liscombe & Parrella
Cutler Place LLC
Tim Rice Photo
Middlesex Savings Bank




