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Feb, May, Aug, Nov

Est. 1902

by appointment.
Next Open House..
May 21, Jun 18, Jul 16

NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

PRESIDENT’S NOTE

Hello Friends,

Thank you to our loyal supporters! We would
not be able to exist without your help. Each year we
are seeing local historical societies close due to a
lack of financial and volunteer support. Please
consider becoming a member or making a donation!

This is our first direct mailing to most Medway
households so this is likely your first introduction to
the Medway Historical Society, even though we've
been around for over 120 years!

We have found there are many people within our
community that find local history interesting to say
the least. Visitors to our monthly Open House at
the historic Jacob Ide house is growing each month.
No one leaves disappointed. We cannot save all of
the old homes. Thank goodness the Jacob Ide
House is one of the “saves!”

Saving old homes is nothing new. We came
across a document hand written in the mid 1950’s
by Herbert Hixon, one of the founders of the
Medway Historical Society in 1902. In the paper
titled “Old Medway Houses,” Hixon refers to the
Nathanial Cutler house. It so happens that we were
just recently contacted by Katherine S. of Sharon.
She asked if we would be interested in an old
photograph that had written on the back, “the oldest
house in Medway burned on July 4th.” See the
image to the right.

It was serendipity that picture is of the Nathanial
Cutler house that Hixon refers to in his talk. After
researching a map it is clear this house stood on
Winthrop St just before the fork at Maple St. We
have yet to find the actual year the house burned.
Part One of Herbert Hixon’s talk on “Old Medway
Houses” is featured in this newsletter.

We hope you like what you read and become a
member or make a donation to stay on our mailing
list. And we hope to see you at one of our Open
Houses.

And...... I'd like to extend my gratitude to our
group of dedicated volunteers! “The work we do
today will be obsolete one day, then much later,
it will be historical instead. So we commit as
though this is the most important moment.”

Sincerely,
Sheila Dubrawski

Nathaniel Cutler House, Circa 1750
Winthrop St (area of no 18)
Nathanial Cutler, Tanner
Deacon, Second Church of Christ

Elected May 25, 1752

Resigned Sept 1, 1831

(d) May 6, 1839—71 yrs.

Elizabeth Cutler, wid. (d) Nov 6, 1856 89 yrs. 6 mo.

« Nathaniel Cutler arrives in Medway, 1727, lot 14,

tannery, chicken brook. The Tannery was across
the street from his home on Winthrop St.

e Preliminary meetings for the organization of a

church in the westerly precinct (current Medway)
and religious services were also held at
Nathanial Cutler's home prior to the building of

the first meeting house in 1749. The first meeting
house was located on Evergreen St.

e Orion T. Mason in the Handbook of Medway

History 1713-1913, states the “Old Cutler House”
- Winthrop Street. The oldest dwelling in the
New Grant (as of 1913) Now owned by A. L. Smith.
Here Dr. and Mrs. Ide commenced _
housekeeping, and meetings of the Second
Church were held here frequently on cold
Sundays.

e Prior to building his homestead on the corner of

Main and Winthrop Sts about 1816, Dr. Jacob
Ide resided at the Old Cutler house.

Ref: The Church on Rabbit Hill, Jameson History of Medway, The New
Grant, Handbook of Medway History



NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

TIDBITS!

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds reported
$112,750.00 in funds to the Town of Medway
generated by the Community Preservation Act from
real estate filings during the 2022 calendar year.
Funds are committed to Open Space, Affordable
Housing and Historic Preservation.

Interested in joining, our Membership Committee,
Education Committee, Holiday Committee or
Program Committee, email
medwaymahistory@gmail.com.

Recent news: Medway Block closes after more
than 70 years in business!

Medway Lumber changes hands after being run for
many decades by twin brothers Peter and Paul
Longobardi.

HAPPENING LONG AGO IN

MEDWAY

300 YEARS AGO -1723

Deacon Peter Adams died. Peter Adams and
Abraham Harding had grants of land in Grape
Meadows in 1653. In 1700 “Payed unto Peter
Adams for his wife’s keeping School on that side of
the river, it being the full of his due. Mrs. Adams
was Medway'’s first school teacher.

200 YEARS AGO—1823

Seneca Barber, representative.

First Baptist meeting house built on Turnpike, West
Medway.

Luther Metcalf and other petition the General Court
to incorporate the New Grant (current Medway) into
separate township.

Town votes to alternate its meetings equally
between the old (Millis) and the new grants
(Medway).

Mucksquit (Lake Winthrop area) ceded to Holliston
and present boundaries established between the
two towns.

Job Partridge killed by being thrown from a wagon.
100 YEARS AGO—1923

On February 23 it was 22 degrees below zero.

The auditor’s salary amounts to about ten cents an
hour.

There are about 400 telephone subscribers in
town.

Many more of Medway's beautiful trees are being
cut down. One was five feet in diameter. The elms
in town are brown and dying.

All the proposals to improve the schools were
voted down in spite of very bad conditions.
However, electric lights were installed in the grade
schools.

WHAT’S COMING UP?

Open House and Monthly meetings are held at the Jacob Ide House, 158 Main St

MAY

May 21  Sunday 1—3PM
Featuring spring tablescape, antique hats
and bonnets, wedding dresses and other
vintage clothing.

May 23 Tuesday 6:45 PM Monthly meeting /
Annual Business Meeting.

JUNE

June 13 Tuesday 7PM Location TBD—Please

check our FB page. TO MY DEAREST:
THE CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF

GEORGE AND EMILY WARD

by Thomas and Lynne McKenney Lydick
Based on the original letters from the
Worcester Historical Museum collection,
the play provides a window into the Ward's
personal daily lives as they communicate

s with each other during long periods of
separation.

g
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This program is supported in part by a grant from the Medway
Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the
Massachuseits Cuitural Council, a state agency.

June 18 Sunday 1—3PM,
June 27 Tuesday 6:45 PM Monthly Meeting

SEPTEMBER

Date TBD HAVE YOUR ANTIQUE APPRAISED
Coyle’s Auction, Inc. They've been
doing business in Medway since 1985.

OCTOBER

Date TBD Research your Old Home, presentation
by Marian Pierre-Louis, Historian,
Genealogist

DECEMBER

December 3 Sunday, Holiday Open House at the
Historic Jacob Ide House 1pm to 4pm

Village Historic District

Would you like your home to be remembered in our
town’s history? The Medway Historical Society
has hosted several house tours over the years.
These programs become a historic record of the
homes featured. Our 2019 Rabbit Hill Holiday
House Tour was a fremendous success for the
homeowners and the visitors. We are looking for 5
homes to feature on our 2023 Village Historic
District Holiday House Tour. Email
medwaymahistory@gmail.com for more details.




NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

Old Medway Houses

A talk given by Herbert Hixon
Late 1950’s

Medway has lost most of it old homes that have been
landmarks for over two centuries. Even the houses
built in 1750 are fast disappearing, and the few
remaining are being mordernized out of resemblance.
When the Historical Society was organized, there
were several two-centuries—old dwellings in Town in
good condition and a future of many more years if
looked after.
The Edward Clark place in old East Medway built in
1710, was torn down in 1920; the John Pond House,
the west part of which dated back to the
1600’s,standing on Fairmount Farm on “Gold Hill” in
Medway was torn down about the same time. Two
historic old homes that dated back to 1750 were
burned by vandals on 4th of July - saturnalia’s; the
‘Isaac Hixon place on the corner of Holliston and Main
Sts and the Nathaniel Cutler house near Chicken
Brook, and both were sound in timber and frame. The
Cutler house was an unusually fine specimen of the
New England salt-box house built in two sections at
different times with wide boards, oak frame, and fine
pine paneling.
The old Bark House across Chicken Brook that
Nathaniel Cutler used in his tannery business stood
until comparatively recent years, and it furnished one
of the bounds for “Pine Hill Road” of 1750 now
Winthrop St.
The old Shumway house on Village St most
picturesque of any was torn down by Lyander
Hayward and his shire horse about 1910.
Two dwellings built around 1750 still stand in our
town—one the old Lieutenant Daniel Ide place on the
Old Post Road, later owned by Charles Hill. Mr. Hill
removed the pine paneling and the huge central
chimney.
The old Ichabod Hawes place in Medway, built around
1750 on the present site of the Catholic Parsonage in
the Village has long since been moved back on
Barber St. and presently stands as a three tenement
house with low ceilings, huge corner posts and
summer trees and small windows. Oliver Optic’s birth
place and the ancient Malachi Bullard house on Ellis
St have long since gone up in flames, but the old
Timothy Ellis place, fully as old as the Ide and Hawes
places as a relic of Medway’s past.
Tonight let us give a few moments and see how an old
time house was established, built, furnished. Even
see how its occupants lived, their duties, enjoyments,
and trials.
What is true of any of the Medway houses we will try
to visualize is equally true of any in New England.

In the days we hark back to, everyone owned their
own houses, rents were almost unknown, land was
abundant and cheap, the woods were full of timber,
and streams that never dried furnished food and
abundant power for sawmills.

Often, on the eldest son’s coming of age and
marrying, an addition was built on the old house as
was done on the Clark and Cutler places
mentioned, and two families dwelt under one roof.

V. W. CLOUCH,

ST & APOTHECARY,

- PROPRMIETOR OF

PURE DRUGS AND MEDICINES.

Hmumn In Stock and at Prices 2s Low as the Lowest]

1 ne 5 , Tollet Boaps, Hair Ofls, Halr,

The old Fayerbanks house in Dedham is said to
have sheltered as many as three families at one
time.

Given now a young man and woman who planned
matrimony; before they were published in meeting
they each had their specific duties to perform. His
was to buy land, build a house, cut down the
forest, subdue the land and start crops. Hers was
to spin, weave, sew, and bring to the new home
and also such articles as her family was able to
contribute.

In some instances, the patrimonial acres were
divided and one son given land upon which to farm
and live, and in others, land was bought.

First, the neighbor whose trade was that of mason
was called upon a cellar of small compass
compared with the floor of the projected dwelling,
was dug, stoned, and after a witch hazel twig had
indicated the proper place, a well was dug and

stoned.

No Medway man had to go far to get stones for
cellar or well, for nature had provided an adequate
supply.

Next the huge central chimney was built — 10 feet
across at the bottom, generally of stone and
topped off with bricks made locally, fireplaces laid
out, the brick oven built an often the huge set kettle
positioned.

The oak trees that had been felled on the place
were hewed or sawed into framing, rafters, and
boards, for in those days oak was considered
indispensible for all that entered into a dwelling
except floors and finish. Con’t next issue



223 Main Street
Medway, MA 02053

Iin 1867 Streets in Medway
were officially named and entered on town
records!
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New Streets Laid Out

From the 1871 Annual Town Report
By W. L. G. Hunt, Esq. in 1871

Charles Street, parallel with R.H., and Erie Railroad and Charles River,
and between the same.
Campbell Street from Village to Charles Street

Haven Street from Village to Charles Street
Awl Street from Village to High Street
Wellington Street from High to Cottage Street
Garnsey Street from High to Cottage Street
Phillips Street from Garnsey to Cutler Street
Cutler Street from Cottage Street westerly

Reported cost of labor and materials expended by Mr. Hunt
exclusive of land $961.32

Awl Street and Temple Street have been accepted by the town.
kkkkhkhkkkk

The first time Medway printed an
Annual Report was in 1841!
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Contact us:
medwaymahistory@gmail.com
508-533-7222
Visit our website:
medwayhistoricalsociety.org
Like us on Facebook!




