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President’s Note
Dear Historical Society Members and Friends,

We’ve been busy! The upgrade to our electrical service necessary for the
installation of our new HVAC system was completed just in the nick of time for
the onset of the cold weather. And, what a winter it has been! As of February
16th forecasters are reporting that this is Boston’s snowiest month on record
since the National Weather Service began keeping track in 1872 with 58.5
inches. It’s the seventh snowiest winter on record with a whopping 82.7 inches
to date and more snow in the forecast. The description repeatedly being used is
‘historic.’

We will be able to continue with building upgrades because we received
some great news recently, that our application to the Massachusetts Cultural
Council for a capital improvement grant was approved. We plan to install
insulated windows, new doors, upgraded interior electrical systems, improved
lighting and new flooring on the ground floor. This will allow us to maximize
the efficiency of the new HVAC system.

Fortunately, there was no snow the day of our holiday party. The occasion
was very special since it was the first time the Society held an event at the
historic Thayer Homestead. It was a great opportunity to meet up with friends
and display some of our treasured artifacts and memorabilia. Look for some
photos inside.

Please share this newsletter with a friend or neighbor so that they may enjoy
the rich history of Medway.

Sheila Dubrawski

Thank you!
To Ed Bouchard and John

&8 Charette and their crew from
Victory Heating and Air
Conditioning and Scot
Guyette and his crew from

G & F Electric for their work
in getting our HVAC installed.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
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SAMBO FREEMAN'’S PETITION FOR FREEDOM

An inquiry was made to the
Medway Historical Society
regarding a man named Sambo
Freeman. Jameson’s “The
Military History of Medway,
Mass 1745-1885” lists Sambo
Freeman from Medway as
having served in the French
and Indian War in 1758 (sce
roster below). Sambo Freeman
was also one of four slaves who
petitioned the legislature for

freedom in 1773. (right)

In the article “The History of
Black History,” Elissa Haney
writes, Americans have
recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as
"Negro History Week" and
later as "Black History Month."
What you might not know is
that black history had barely
begun to be studied-or even
documented-when the
tradition originated. Although
blacks have been in America at

least as far back as colonial
times, it was not until the 20th
century that they gained a
respectable presence in the

hiStOl’y bOOkS. The History of Black
History Month (Famous People, Women, Facts,

Leaders, Events

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmintrol.ht

ml#ixzz3RqIQOw 1 f

Due to this lack of
documentation the question
remains unanswered—Were
these men one in the same
Sambo Freeman!

Medway Historical Society
501¢3 Non-profit

THANK YOU
for your tax deductible
donation.
Contact Us at:
info@medwayhistoricalsociety.org

or

508-533-7222
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Daniel Richardson Stephen Adams

Malachi Bullard
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CAROL LEBEAUX

SILHOUETTE ARTIST
IS COMING TO MEDWAY
SATURDAY, JUNE 13TH

A time must be reserved with a deposit of $20 per
silhouette. Please contact Sheila Dubrawski at

508-254-3995 or email sdubrawski@aol.com for
more information or to reserve an appointment.
This only takes about 15 minutes, is a treasured
keepsake and makes for the perfect gift for mom,
dad, grandmother or grandfather.

-

As with the silhouette artists of the past I endeavor to
capture the “essence” of the person sitting for their
profile portrait.

I come to you with the hope that these hand-cut
silhouetes will become heirlooms cherished by you and
your family for generations.

With a fine pair of scissors I cut folded black
silhouette paper rendering both a left and right facing
profile.

Carol Lebeaux

Each original silhouette costs $33.00.

A duplicate copy, cut simultaneously,
costs $12.00 each.

Separate charge for mat or frame.

Silhouettes are
mounted on acid-free
Museum Board of
Antique vory color.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
at THAYER HOMESTEAD

Medway Historical Society Presidents
Norm Schneider( 1986-2008) Sheila Dubawski (Present),
Mark Wilcox (2008-2014)

Priscilla Howker, Col. Mike Matondi, Jack Seferian,
Sheila Dubrawski, Betty Ann Balboni

.y

Guests viewing the Historical Society displays.




From the “UDAHLI CLUB” Book
Women’s Club Meeting Minutes
by Priscilla Robertson

“January thirteenth, nineteen hundred and
nineteen was our first meeting of the new year at
Mrs. Ollendorff’s new home on dry bridge hill. It
was bad traveling and so thanks to two or three of
our members with autos we had jitney service.

We were quite
industrious for
a while and then Mrs. Ollendorff showed off her beautiful
home to those who hadn’t seen it while the rest heard
Caruso sing “Over There”. Instead of the usual game of
500 our hostess had provided several different games in
the different rooms and we progressed by points, the real
centre of attraction was the den and ring-toss, some of the
members showed real skill and some, none at all. Our
hostess had made a freezer full of her famous lemon
sherbet and maraschino cherries but when we finished,
“the cupboard was bare.” Every member but one was

present.

This is the home currently on the market at 121 Main St. The
house originally stood across the street and was moved to its
present location in 1973. At right is pictured: Luncheon on porch
of Alice Ollendorff’s home, Main Street, on June 14, 1920.

Medway Historical Society
223 Main Street
Medway, MA 02053

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit our website:

www. medwayhistoricalsociety.org

Upcoming Events:

March 15th - Sunday
Museum Open House
I pom =3 p.m.

April 19th—Sunday
Museum Open House
I pom. =3 p.m.

; u June 13th—Saturday

Carol Lebeaux,
Silhouette Artist
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Charles River Bank
Featured Business

of the Month!




